
RESOLUTION NO. 3351 

A RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF BAY COUNTY, 
FLORIDA REQUESTING THE STATE LEGISLATURE ALLOCATE $300 MILLION OF THE 
FUNDS IN THE LAND ACQUISITION TRUST FUND ANNUALLY TOWARD LAND 
ACQUISITION. 

WHEREAS, there are natural areas and conservation lands necessary to protect our 
water resources, fish and wildlife, and recreational potential reaching across Florida from west 
to east and north to south; and 

WHEREAS, Florida's remarkable biological diversity and its natural systems are the 
fundamental basis of its quality of life and economy; and 

WHEREAS, population growth and development are projected to increase 
enormously in the next two decades and will pose major challenges to our natural resources 
and the services they provide; and 

WHEREAS, 75 percent of Florida voters, 4.2 million people, and 62.2 % of Bay County 
voted on November 4, 2014, for an Amendment to Article X, Section 28 of the Florida 
Constitution to acquire the best of what is left of our natural areas; and 

WHEREAS, it is the request of Bay County that the Legislature fulfill its obligation to 
its people to provide significant additional funding for conservation land acquisition as called 
for by Amendment 1; and 

WHEREAS, the following natural areas, parks, and trails and greenways previously 
acquired by the State in Bay County are significant to its future well-being: Coral Bean 
Addition to Under the Oaks Park, Oaks by the Bay, Parker Environmental Exploratorium 
Park, Parker Tract, Pier Park, S. Rick Seltzer Park, Sweetbay Wetland Preserve, and Venetian 
Sunset Park; and 

WHEREAS, further land purchases of importance to the future of Bay County may be: 
the preservation area in the West Bay Sector Plan, including Crooked and Burnt Mill Creeks; 
the several natural springs in the northern part of the county that furnish the water for 
Econfina Creek, the source of Bay County's drinking water; protection areas for St. Andrew 
Bay, our county's greatest natural asset; natural areas that will provide hunting, fishing and 
other recreational activities; and other similar lands so important to the quality of life in Bay 
County; and 

WHEREAS, these lands need to be acquired and preserved by fee simple acquisition, 
conservation easement, or purchase of development rights for our future prosperity. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF BAY COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Bay County respectfully requests that throughout the duration of Article X, Section 28 
of the Florida Constitution, at least $300 million be provided on an annual basis for land 
acquisition and that such acquisition be in accordance with the currently established Florida 
Forever program; 

And be it finally resolved that Bay County considers the acquisition of lands with 
Amendment 1 funds to be a crucial public benefit to future of this County and the State of 
Florida. 

THIS RESOLUTION ADOPTED after motion, second, and majority vote favoring the 
same, this I J./. day of µytfA , 2016. 


