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April 30th, 2019 
 
South Florida Water Management District Governing Board 
3301 Gun Club Road 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 
 

Dear Governing Board Members, 

On behalf of the 80 member organizations of the Florida Conservation Coalition 
(FCC) we extend our congratulations to the new members of the South Florida Water 
Management District Governing Board. Members of the FCC share your goal of 
protecting and restoring Florida’s environment. In response to the District’s call for 
public input in setting the agency’s strategic priorities, and Governor DeSantis’s 
direction to increase transparency and identify projects to reduce harmful nutrients 
entering water bodies, we respectfully offer suggestions on the agency’s work 
priorities from our membership representing scientists and environmental policy 
experts on subjects such as water quality, sea-level rise, ecosystem restoration, land 
conservation and Florida’s springs, rivers, and aquifers.  

Specifically, we strongly urge enhancing the District’s commitment to land acquisition 
and conservation and increasing transparency in the decision making and 
implementation of District programs. 

Restoring Land Acquisition and Protection of Public Conservation Lands 

In the past, acquisition, protection, and management of public conservation lands were 
an important part of the District’s mission and the FCC urges the District to now 
return to that mission and enhance its land acquisition initiatives through fee simple 
and conservation easement programs. The District acknowledges the inextricable link 
between land conservation and water conservation on its web site and explains “how 
land catches and absorbs rainfall, holding it in lakes, ponds, streams and wetlands. 
While on land, water has time to slowly seep into groundwater aquifers, replenishing 
our drinking water supply.”  

In 2013, the water management districts (WMDs) and DEP were directed to undertake 
a land assessment process to determine which parcels could be sold on the open 
market. FCC member organizations and other stakeholders submitted information 
resulting in WMDs and DEP reaffirming the critical role that public lands play  



throughout Florida and in the Greater Everglades region. Transparency and engagement with environmental 
organizations resulted in the preservation of much of the existing inventory of public conservation lands. With 
the return of rapid population growth, maintaining and increasing Florida’s network of public lands to offset 
the impacts of development, safeguarding our water supply, and providing habitat for wildlife has never been 
more important. 

Adequate revenue is required to secure and manage lands. Article VII, Section 9, of the Florida Constitution 
authorizes the water management district governing boards to levy ad valorem taxes. Governing boards 
should set ad valorem tax rates and adopt budgets that reflect the full funding needed to properly manage and 
protect our waters and their users and to perform the district’s water supply planning and management duties, 
including land acquisition and conservation, ecosystem restoration, water conservation, water storage projects 
and water quality monitoring programs.  

Managing more than one million acres of public lands is an important responsibility for the District. Many of 
these lands are open to the public for recreation and all require some form of stewardship and management. 
Residents and visitors cherish these lands and we request that the District make this a priority. Given the 
devastating harmful blue green algal blooms and red tide that have plagued both coasts in recent years, the 
Board has an opportunity and responsibility to both acquire and manage more lands that have been identified 
to help advance water quality improvement initiatives, avoid large-scale impacts to fish and wildlife and 
prevent the detrimental physical and economic effects upon our communities.   

Increasing Transparency of Decision Making and Program Implementation 

The Board has an opportunity to strengthen public trust by making a commitment to transparency in decision 
making and program implementation. The FCC recommends the District formalize a structure to receive 
public input as had once been provided through the District’s own Lake Okeechobee Technical Advisory 
Committee (LOTAC) or the Department of Transportation’s current Steering Committee for the Florida 
Transportation Plan. 	

Additionally, we encourage Board members to improve the District’s scientific and regulatory capacity to 
ensure that decisions are based on science and that violations are investigated and prosecuted. Restoring these 
functions will go a long way to recouping public trust by demonstrating the agency’s intentions for 
accountability and transparency.  

As a coalition of over 80 conservation-minded groups and over 2,000 individuals, the Florida Conservation 
Coalition comprises Florida’s preeminent environmental organizations including experts on our state’s 
waters, lands and wildlife. For more information, consider FCC’s position statements, “A Water Policy for 
Florida” and “The Critical Need to Conserve Florida’s Natural Lands” detailing the importance of protecting 
our state’s land and water resources. Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to 
improving the health of the Greater Everglades system and Florida’s environment.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 


