
 

 

 

September 8, 2014 
 
 
Dear Representative: 
 

The Florida Conservation Coalition (FCC) is composed of over 50 conservation 
organizations and thousands of individuals devoted to protecting and conserving 
Florida’s land, fish and wildlife and water resources. The first priority of the Coalition is to 
protect and preserve Florida’s water resources. 
  
The FCC is asking you to oppose H.R. 5078, the “Waters of the United States Regulatory 
Overreach Protection Act of 2014.” This bill, introduced by Representative Steve 
Southerland and others, is part of a national campaign seeking to weaken current law 
protecting water resources.  It is an unnecessary and poorly considered overreaction to 
the proposed rule “Definition of Waters of the United States under the Clean Water Act” 
which clarifies federal jurisdiction to protect America’s waters. The bill is particularly 
damaging to Florida where the state and federal government work hand in hand to 
protect essential waterbodies. The proposed rule does not protect any new types of 
waters that have not historically been covered under the Clean Water Act. The rule 
actually proposes to exclude certain ephemeral and intermittent ditches, while 
preserving historical exclusions and exemptions for agriculture. 
 
The proposed rule is a long overdue effort by the two lead Federal agencies responsible 
for wetlands regulation – the U.S. Environmental Protect Agency and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers - to resolve confusion about which wetlands are subject to federal 
jurisdiction under the Clean Water Act. Two Supreme Court decisions have resulted in 
uncertainties about which waterbodies should be protected under the Act.  
 
Florida’s water resources and their wetlands are paramount to our safety, economy, 
quality of life and environment. Florida’s water resources rely on wetlands, and Florida 
has already lost half of its historic wetlands acreage. Continued degradation is a key issue 
for Florida which has the most wetlands of any state in the lower 48 and relies on these 
resources for drinking water, flood protection of infrastructure, water storage and 
groundwater recharge, water quality, habitat protection and a recreation oriented 
economy.  
 
NOAA reports state that for every acre gained through wetlands restoration, two acres of 
wetlands are lost. While billions are being invested to restore America’s Everglades and 
other ecosystems, protecting remaining wetlands must also be a priority.    
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In Florida, the environment and the economy are inextricably linked. Central Florida faces a future 
without additional sustainable water supplies; the Indian River Lagoon suffers from extraordinary water 
quality problems in part due to the loss of the natural systems protecting and cleansing it; the 
Apalachicola River and Bay, which relies directly on wetland systems for its productivity, is already 
suffering from low water flow, and its future is in jeopardy; South Florida faces the enormous threat of 
additional flooding and the world class estuaries of southwest Florida are being overwhelmed by 
polluted water flow from the destruction of inland wetlands. 
 
Federal regulations to protect water quality are particularly important to Florida. Several Florida rivers, 
including the Apalachicola, Choctawhatchee, Suwannee and Escambia Rivers have their headwaters in 
other states and Floridians are directly affected by upstream degradation to the quality of these rivers 
before they enter our state. Out of state factors are also a severe threat to the economy of northwest 
Florida, which depends upon a healthy Apalachicola Bay. Pollution from the Mississippi River, as well as 
other rivers which are outside of Florida’s control, are a major source of pollution to the Bay. To protect 
Florida’s surface waters and economy requires action on a Federal level. 
 
The public comment period for the proposed rule closes in October, 2014, so there is the opportunity 
for state and local officials and stakeholders to be involved before the rule is finalized. H.R. 5078 would 
stop the public process in its tracks and prevent public input. 
 
In Florida our water is our lifeblood. 
 
Floridians must stand together for our natural surface water systems. Protecting wetlands is critical to 
clean water, flood control, and water supply as well as supporting habitat for threatened and 
endangered species. Simply put, the conservation community and many thousands of Floridians are 
asking you not to allow a weakening of wetlands protection and therefore our economy and quality of 
life.  
 
The Florida Conservation Coalition urges you to oppose H.R. 5078 which would weaken important 
wetland protections, undermine the Clean Water Act and harm our state. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Victoria Tschinkel 
Florida Conservation Coalition Steering Committee 
 

    

Individual organizations may submit additional comments 

 


