
  

 
 

Florida Conservation Coalition 
A Water Policy for Florida 

Executive Summary 
Florida’s waters are our most valuable public resource and all Floridians need clean water to sustain 

life. Recent state policy has regarded this valuable resource as a disposable commodity, bringing Florida 
to the verge of environmental and economic crises. The following position statement provides an account 
of many of the existing threats to our water quality and supply (see §II pages 1-5), but also outlines a 
pathway for the successful conservation, replenishment and protection of Florida’s waters statewide. We, 
the members of the Florida Conservation Coalition, stand ready to be a sounding board and advocate for 
more protective water policy for all of Florida.  

A Five Step Plan to Protect Florida’s Waters… 
1. Prevent Pollution at its Source: Prevention is the most cost effective way to meet water quality 

goals because it can not only reduce the need for expensive control and mitigation but also avoid 
impairment in the first place. Common sense solutions to prevent pollution at the source in at-risk 
watersheds would address: septic tanks, wastewater infrastructure, spreading of biosolids, 
concentrated animal feeding operations, agricultural Best Management Practices, well stimulation 
operations, stormwater standards and herbicide use in water bodies (see §III page 5).  

2. Aggressively Reduce Existing Sources of Pollution: In rural areas, agriculture plays an important 
role in Florida’s environment, quality of life and economy, but is also a primary pollutant of many 
of Florida’s springs, rivers and lakes. We must find a way to balance the economic viability of 
agriculture with the health of our water resources (see §III pages 5-6).   

3. Protect Land to Protect Water: What happens on Florida’s land determines the state of its waters. 
There is no way to protect the water underneath, without protecting the land above (see §III page 6). 

4. Secure Florida’s Future Water Supply: Public investments in water supply focus on engineering 
solutions to expand valuable water resources, missing opportunities to reduce demand through 
reasonable conservation efforts (see §III pages 6-7). 

5. Provide Adequate Funding for Florida’s Comprehensive Water Policy  
New and dependable funding sources and mechanisms will need to be identified, along with 

increased general revenue allocations, if we are going to save Florida’s waters. Although a true cost has 
not yet been determined, estimates suggest Florida’s water quality compliance and infrastructure needs to 
be a minimum of $1-2 billion per year. Funding strategies could include: a water withdrawal fee and a 
beverage container recycling fee (see §IV pages 7-8). Additional strategies utilizing traditional sources of 
state funding include: 

A. Using the Land Acquisition Trust Fund as voters intended and restore funding for Florida Forever 
(see §IV pages 8-9).   

B. Water management districts levying ad valorem tax rates and adopting budgets that reflect the 
funding needed to properly manage and protect our waters (see §IV page 8).   

C. Taking advantage of Florida’s excellent credit rating and issue bonds will help meet current and 
future water infrastructure needs (see §IV page 8).   

D. Highlighting Rural Areas of Economic Opportunity and other economically disadvantaged 
communities for additional state funding assistance (see §IV page 8). 

E. Enacting cost-sharing programs to work with local governments on funding wastewater 
infrastructure (see §IV page 8).   

F. Providing significant funding for grants and cost sharing programs to help agricultural operations 
convert to more sustainable operations (see §IV page 8).   


